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PREVENTION OF FORCED CLOSURE OF ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES BILL 2016 
Statement 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [9.45 pm]: I rise tonight to advise the house that tomorrow 
I will — 

Hon Darren West: Resign? 

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: Yes; thank you! I will move to introduce a piece of legislation. I rise tonight to talk 
a little about what I intend to do tomorrow. I will also table a draft exposure of the bill that I intend to put on the 
notice paper tomorrow. This bill is the Prevention of Forced Closure of Aboriginal Communities Bill 2016. The 
purpose is the prevention of forced closure of remote Aboriginal communities, but it would not prevent closure 
— 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! Member, can I just clarify: is this your second reading speech? 

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: No, it is not. 

The PRESIDENT: Is it just the member’s preliminary comments? 

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: Yes, they will be just some brief comments. 

The bill will mean that if there is to be a closure, it will have to go through a defined process of review, and it 
will have to comply with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. I will release 
a draft of the bill tomorrow, but for Parliament’s edification I seek to table a copy of it this evening. The idea of 
tabling it is that we can receive input from various political parties, individuals and members of the 
Indigenous community and/or general public. 

Hon Ken Travers: Not if you’re going to read it in tomorrow! 

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: No, I will not read it in; I will just give notice tomorrow. I seek leave to table the bill. 

Leave granted. [See paper 4073.] 

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: That is just by way of trying to encourage input and public comment on the 
legislation. By the time I come to do the first reading or whatever else, the bill may be somewhat different 
because we will actually have had community participation in that piece of legislation. 
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